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AUDITION
3.09 | Mommy Dearest

MAIN CAST

ALEX BERRETA .............................. JOSH HUTCHERSON

ALISHA HALL ............................... ALYSON STONER

DAVID SULLIVAN ............................ ANGUS T. JONES

ROSE BRAUN ................................ BRIDGIT MENDLER

MICHAEL BERRETA ........................... PATRICK DEMPSEY

PAULA SMITH ............................... AMY ADAMS

GUEST CAST

MIA EDWARDS ............................... GAGE GOLIGHTLY

ROBBIE MEYERS ............................. JOE JONAS

JUDY SMITH ................................ POPPY MONTGOMERY

ALYSSA HALL ............................... AMANDA PEET

CASSANDRA BRAUN ........................... JANE LYNCH

SAVANNAH SMITH ............................ ANNETTE O'TOOLE
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FADE IN:

INT. DRAWBRIDGE PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL - HALLWAY

PAULA and JUDY walk down the white corridor. Paula has a 
worried look on her face, while Judy is rather stoic.

PAULA
I can’t believe you waited this 
long to tell me.

JUDY
They weren’t even allowing family 
visitors yet.

(beat)
Plus, I thought you were gettin’ it 
with Jace. I didn’t want to run 
that for you, sis.

Judy nudges Paula, a grin on her face.

PAULA
You’re making jokes?! I mean... 
jokes are awesome -- but not right 
now.

(beat)
Plus, eewwwwww.

JUDY
Oh, sweet, sweet Paula, do you 
realize how luck you are to have 
that beefcake?

VZZZ. VZZZ. Paula digs her phone out, revealing she has an 
abundance of unread messages, all from JACE:

“Are you there???” “Paula?!?!” “Answer me, Paula” “Please 
just tell me you’re there” “Paula....”

Paula looks down and types out a quick reply. They STOP at a 
closed door.

PAULA
Here she is.

JUDY
I’ll let you go in first.

Paula opens the door...

INT. DRAWBRIDGE PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL - ROOM (CONTINUOUS)

She enters the room to a woman with graying hair.



PAULA
Mom, are -- are you okay?

The woman turns around. SAVANNAH SMITH lets out a small 
smile.

Judy walks in and wraps her arm around her sister’s.

JUDY
Aw, look, it’s a Smith family 
reunion.

SMASH CUT TO:

INT. DOWNTOWN - SIDEWALK

ALEX and ROSE walk side by side, Rose still sporting a 
somewhat glum expression.

ALEX
Hey, I’m... I’m sorry the movie 
didn’t cheer you up.

ROSE
I was sure a vampire invasion would 
have. Maybe a zombie apocalypse.

ALEX
(realizing)

Maybe that’s what we should do! 
I’ll definitely start a zombie 
apocalypse if it’ll make you feel 
better.

A smile creeps up on Rose.

ALEX (CONT’D)
Look at that! I got you to smile!

ROSE
You’re sweet, Alex.

ALEX
Guilty as charged.

(long pause)
I mean it when I say everything’s 
gonna be fine, Rose.

ROSE
Fine for you, fine for Alisha, fine 
for your dad, but... not fine for 
me.

(beat)
I just... 
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I feel sick all of the time, and 
that everyone watching me knows and 
are judging me.

ALEX
Well... then why did you tell me?

Rose LOCKS eyes with Alex, caught off guard by the question.

ROSE
Because I trust you.

(beat)
I... I trust you more than anyone.

Alex smiles.

ALEX
And did telling me make you feel... 
somewhat better?

ROSE
A little, yeah.

ALEX
Then maybe bottling all of that up 
just isn’t good. 

ROSE
I -- Alex, I don’t know if I can 
tell anyone else.

ALEX
What about your mom?

Rose continues to look at Alex, unsure of what to do.

JUMP CUT TO:

INT. FILM SET - HAIR AND MAKEUP

ALISHA rummages through a makeup bag, pulls out her lip 
gloss, and applies it.

ROBBIE slowly enters behind her, and she notices him in the 
mirror.

ALISHA
Robbie, please, I don’t have time 
to --

ROBBIE
You don’t have to talk, I just need 
you to listen.
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Alisha TURNS AROUND.

ALISHA
What? 

He takes a step towards her.

ROBBIE
I’m sorry, okay? I’m really, really 
sorry.

ALISHA
Robbie, I don’t need this --

ROBBIE
I know you have a boyfriend, 
Alisha, but... 

(beat)
I try so hard not to think about 
you Alisha, I really, really do, 
but I can’t.

(beat)
I think about your eyes, your hair, 
your voice, and I hate myself for 
doing that.

ALISHA
Robbie, stop --

ROBBIE
I just needed to explain myself.

(beat)
And I just needed you to know that 
I’m sorry.

ALISHA
You kissed me, Robbie, while I have 
a boyfriend. Do you know how much 
that would hurt David if he found 
out?

ROBBIE
You -- you haven’t... told him?

ALISHA
No, I haven’t told him.

ROBBIE
Why?

ALISHA
I wouldn’t worry about David 
fighting you, you’re like twice his 
size --
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ROBBIE
Why haven’t you told him, Alisha?

Alisha stares at him.

ALISHA
Because I... don’t... want to.

Robbie takes another step towards her.

ALISHA (CONT’D)
Robbie...

ROBBIE
I said what I needed to say, 
Alisha, if you want me to leave, 
just tell me to.

She looks up at him.

ALISHA
I have a boyfriend...

ROBBIE
Then I won’t do anything.

BEAT. BEAT. BEAT.

Alisha leans forward and KISSES Robbie, wrapping her arms 
around his neck.

Robbie lifts her up and sits her on the makeup chair, 
continuing to kiss her.

Alisha runs her hands through his hair, Robbie doing the 
exact same to her.

But she BREAKS APART.

ALISHA
I -- I have to go.

She quickly runs off, Robbie watching her go. He SLAMS his 
fist onto the counter beside him.

FOLLOW Alisha as she runs out of the room. Once she’s gone, 
MIA steps out from around the corner, holding her cellphone 
in her hand. She smirks.

SMASH CUT TO:

INT. DRAWBRIDGE PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL - ROOM

Paula and Judy sit in front of Savannah.
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SAVANNAH
You girls didn’t have to come and 
see me.

PAULA
Mom, you... you...

She looks around to see if anyone is listening, despite being 
one of the only three people in the room. Judy flashes a 
confused look.

PAULA (CONT’D)
You know.

SAVANNAH
I tried to end my life.

JUDY
Glad we’re so blunt about it.

PAULA
But why?

SAVANNAH
I’ve been in this place for years, 
girls. Everyone’s forgotten about 
me.

PAULA
Mom, we can come and visit more 
often!

SAVANNAH
I don’t want you to do that just 
because you feel like you have to.

PAULA
Mom...

Savannah grabs Paula’s hand, and then Judy’s.

SAVANNAH
Girls, I’ve had a long life -- 

PAULA
(blunt)

Judy, can you excuse us?

Judy flashes another confused look.

JUDY
Uh... sure?

Judy rises and walks into the hallway.
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PAULA
Please tell the truth, Mom.

SAVANNAH
Paula --

PAULA
I know you don’t feel well. Ever 
since that night in the kitchen.

Savannah drops her gaze.

PAULA (CONT’D)
Just...

(cracking)
Please don’t do this again, Mom.

SAVANNAH
I’m tired of being sad all of the 
time, Paula. It hurts.

(beat)
People leave, sweetheart. Some want 
to, some don’t. 

Tears swell up in Paula’s eyes.

PAULA
I don’t want you to.

Savannah uses her hand to brush Paula’s hair.

SAVANNAH
Just because one person leaves 
doesn’t mean there aren’t five more 
waiting for you.

(beat)
You’re never alone, Paula.

Tears stream down Paula’s face.

SAVANNAH (CONT’D)
And you don’t need me to be your 
vivacious, quirky self. 

(beat)
Thank you for that, by the way. You 
got me -- Judy, too -- through a 
lot with your lovable attitude.

(beat)
You can make anyone smile, Paula. 
Don’t ever let someone take that 
away from you.
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PAULA
Are you -- are you saying goodbye, 
Mom?

SAVANNAH
Not right now I’m not.

CUT TO:

INT. DRAWBRIDGE PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL - HALLWAY

Paula, still crying, walks out into the hallway. Judy stands 
their waiting.

JUDY
Let me just say something and then 
we can go.

Paula slowly nods.

CUT TO:

INT. DRAWBRIDGE PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL - ROOM (CONTINUOUS)

Judy walks in, closing the door behind her. 

SAVANNAH
How are you, Judy?

JUDY
I’m not here to chat. I’m here to 
say one thing.

(beat; fierce)
Think about what you’re doing 
before you do it. Don’t be the 
person who dulls her shine, do you 
understand me?

Savannah just watches as Judy turns around and exits.

JUMP CUT TO:

INT. BRAUN APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM

CASSANDRA sits in front of her TV, her eyes glued to the 
screen.

CASSANDRA
Yes, yes, YES, YES, YEEESSS!!!!

She jumps up and CHEERS. Rose walks into the apartment.

ROSE
Mom? What -- what’s going on?
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CASSANDRA
SUSANNE DAECHER JUST WON THE GERMAN 
WOMEN’S SCHNITZEL EATING 
TOURNAMENT!!!

Rose flashes a confused look.

ROSE
Um, Mom, there’s... there’s 
something I need to tell you.

Cassandra’s excitment quickly turns to concern.

CASSANDRA
What is it?

ROSE
I, uh... I...

(long pause)
I’m happy... Susanne Daecher won.

A grin forms on Cassandra’s face and she HUGS her daughter, 
who does not show the same excitment back. 

JUMP CUT TO:

INT. BERRETA APARTMENT - ALISHA’S ROOM

Alisha sits on her bed, moving her CELLPHONE back and forth 
between her hands.

She finally brings her phone up and dials several numbers. 
She places it up to her ear. It RINGS.

INTERCUT WITH: The back a WOMAN, sitting at a desk, typing on 
a computer. The phone beside her buzzes and she quickly 
answers it

WOMAN
Alisha?

ALISHA
Hi, Mom.

ALYSSA turns around in her chair.

ALYSSA
Is -- is everything alright?

ALISHA
Uh... not really, no.

ALYSSA
What is it?

9.



ALISHA
I did a bad thing, Mom, and...

(cracking)
And I don’t know how to fix it.

ALYSSA
(comforting)

Talk to me, Alisha. I’m here for 
you.

Alisha tears up.

ALISHA
I, uh... I betrayed someone... 
someone really close to me.

ALYSSA
People make mistakes, Alisha, it’s 
a part of life.

ALISHA
But I’m... I’m afraid that if this 
person finds out then they’re... 
they’re gonna hate me.

ALYSSA
Not everyone stays in your life, 
Alisha, so you just have to make 
the best of the people who do.

Alisha looks up and stares forward.

ALISHA
I’m sorry, Mom.

ALYSSA
About?

ALISHA
I’m sorry I rarely call, I’m sorry 
I ran away, I’m sorry about all of 
it.

A soft smile forms on Alyssa’s face.

ALYSSA
I’m sorry too, Alisha. I should 
have never tried to change your 
life. You’re... you’re a grown 
woman now, but... but I’m always 
gonna want you to be my baby girl.

Alisha smiles.
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ALISHA
I love you.

ALYSSA
I love you, too.

ALISHA
I promise to call more.

ALYSSA
Go and chase your dreams, Alisha. 
It’s your life, nobody else’s.

Both women smile one last time before ending the call.

Alisha slowly stands up and walks out of her room.

CUT TO:

INT. SULLIVAN APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM

CUE MUSIC: Echoes - The Rapture

DAVID opens his door to reveal Alisha.

DAVID
Alisha? Did -- did we have 
something planned -- I thought you 
were --

ALISHA
Are your parents home?

DAVID
Nooooo...?

Alisha pushes David inside and SLAMS the door closed. She 
rips his button up shirt off.

DAVID (CONT’D)
Hey! I liked that shirt!

She wraps her arms around him and begins to kiss him, 
maneuvering down the hallway.

BLACKOUT.

END OF EPISODE
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